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January 24, 1903 -to A 

tically as a United States port through which immigrants may be 
brought without complying with many of the sanitary safeguards sur- 
rounding the transportation of those destined to ports within our own 
territory. This immunity from troublesome United States regulations 
is even advertised as a special inducement and, in conjunction with it, 
a route out of Eussia via Hango or Libau is offered as a means of 
escaping also the German inspection at the Eussian frontier. The 
maritime quarantine at St. John is in the hands of Dominion Government 
and not of the local authorities. 

A thoroughly modern* quarantine station has been equipped there 
within the last two years and is in charge of a competent and careful 
officer, but as the passenger ships from Liverpool and Glasgow touch 
first at Halifax, where they remain for a few hours before proceeding 
to St. John, they are, according to Dominion law, exempt from quaran- 
tine inspection at the latter port. 

Eespectfully, M. Victor Safford, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

Eespectfully forwarded. 
Geo. W. Stoner, 

Surgeon, JJ. S. M. H.S.,In Command. 

Report on smallpox in Wilson, N. G. 

Savannah, Ga., January IS, 1902. 

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of the smallpox 
situation at Wilson, N. C. : 

The first cases occurred three years ago, 2 in persons living in the 
town, the third in a tramp who wandered in with the eruption. In 
each case isolation and disinfection were promptly executed, and in 
the last case, a negro, a pretty thorough canvass was inaugurated among 
the negro population and about 1,500 were vaccinated, while the negro's 
family was isolated and held for observation. No further cases occurred. 
This work was done by Dr. Albert Anderson, who was city health offi- 
cer, or occupied some analogous position at this time. 

I could learn of no connection between these cases and those which 
follow except possibly through the tramp having transmitted the dis- 
ease to individuals in the county through whom it was brought to town 
several months later. Certain it is that a considerable time intervened 
between the cases already mentioned and those that follow. During 
this interval the idea was advanced that the first cases had not been 
smallpox at all, but varicella. 

******* 

In these houses I found 30 cases in all stages of the disease from the 
second or third day up to that of three weeks' duration. In every case 
the history was classical, the eruption perfectly characteristic, and the 
course of the disease normal and regular in every respect. There was 
absolutely no doubt about the diagnosis, and I attempted to make this 
plain to the members of the sanitary board at a meeting held that 
evening. With 1 exception, I think I succeeded. The health officer 
did not concur in the opinion because the mortality was not 35 per cent, 
because the mother of the family of 9 mentioned above, and others 
who had not contracted the disease had had chicken pox in addition to 
being vaccinated, and finally because there had never been a big epi- 
demic of chicken pox in that community. 

Afterwards I went at some length into the steps necessary to suppress 
the epidemic and stamp out the disease, advising isolation of the cases, 
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the holding of all exposed persons for purposes of observation, the 
thorough disinfection of dunnage and premises, and a sweeping vacci- 
nation. I explained to the best of my ability the manner of disinfecting 
the premises and dunnage particularly, and also the necessary treatment 
that a patient's body should undergo after being discharged before he 
was allowed to don his disinfected clothing and go out on the streets, 
giving in each case the amount of sulphur necessary per 1,000 cubic 
feet and the strength of bichloride for disinfecting the surface of the 
body. 

Nowhere have I seen such deep-rooted objection to vaccination, and 
with the exception of the 1,500 mentioned above there has been no sys- 
tematic attempt to carry out this procedure in recent years. The preju- 
dice against it is due in part, probably, to the method used in the last 
vaccination canvass, in which 1 point was used on several individuals 
and several very sore arms resulted. Individual points were most 
strongly advised in every case. 

Respectfully, W. C. Hobdy, 

Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 

Smallpox in Evansville, Ind. 

Evansville, Ind., January IS, 1902. 
Sir : I have the honor to state that a patient applied for treatment at 
the out-patient office on the 11th instant, and the case was diagnosed as 
smallpox and turned over to the city health officer. 
The outpatient office was disinfected. 

The city health officer reports 25 cases of smallpox in the city at the 
present time. 

I inclose herewith clippings from the Evansville paper showing status 
of smallpox in this State. 

Respectfully, B. "W. Brown, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. S. M. H. S. 



Inspection service at Eastport, Me. 

Eastport, Me., January 16, 1902. 
Sir : I beg to submit the following report of work done at this inspec- 
tion station during the week ended January 16, 1902 : 

Vessels inspected. 
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I am glad to report a decided improvement in the smallpox epidemic 
at St. John, New Brunswick, but 1 new case and 2 deaths having 



